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FOTAF SCHOLARS IN VIETNAM PROGRAM

YEAR | REPORT FOR THE SIXTH COHORT (2020-2022)
SEPTEMBER 2020 —AUGUST 2021
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The Asia Foundation



PROJECT OVERVIEW

The Asia Foundation is pleased to share with the Friends of The Asia Foundation (FOTAF) Korea an overview of the sixth cohort of FOTAF Scholars in
Vietnam Program for the academic year 2020-2021, during which 35 FOTAF Scholars were supported in their secondary school studies.

Since 2009, with the generous support of FOTAF, The Asia Foundation’s (the Foundation) Scholarship Program for Disadvantaged Girls in Vietnam
(FOTAF Scholars Program) has provided 338 Scholars (current and alumni) in Hau Giang province in the Mekong Delta region vital support to
pursue better opportunities for themselves, their families, and communities:

First cohort: 50 girls were supported for three years (grade 10-12) starting 2009-2010 academic year and completed secondary school in 2012.

Second cohort: 50 girls were supported for two years (grade |1-12) starting 2012-2013 academic year and completed secondary school in
2014.

Third cohort: 58 girls were supported for two years (grade |1-12) starting 2014-2015 academic year and completed secondary school in 201 6.
Forth cohort: 60 girls were supported for two years (grade | [-12) starting 2016-2017 academic year and completed secondary school in 2018.
Fifth cohort: 65 girls were supported for two years (grade | 1-12) starting 2018-2019 academic year and completed secondary school in 2020.

In the 2020-2021 academic year, 55 new FOTAF scholars in Hau Giang province were selected from grade || for the sixth cohort. These girls
will be supported for two year until they complete secondary education in 2022.

The Foundation implements this program in partnership with the Center for Education and Development (CED) and the provincial Education
Promotion Associations (EPA) in Hau Giang province.



KEY
ACHIEVEMENTS

25 FOTAF scholars achieved
Excellent grade

29 FOTAF scholars achieved Good
grade




ACADEMIC
PROGRESS

By the end of the 2020-2021 academic year, most of
the FOTAF scholars have displayed excellent
performance:

25 FOTAF scholars (45%) achieved Excellent grade

29 FOTAF scholars (53%) achieved Good grade

While most FOTAF scholars performed well, a

few struggled. Specifically, one FOTAF scholar achieved
Average grade. A new FOTAF scholar will be selected as
her replacement in early 2021-2022 academic year.




PROGRAM IMPACTS

= The scholarships have significantly alleviated the financial burden for the families of the FOTAF Scholars and
created a supportive environment for the girls to persevere and complete secondary school education.

= The program management team conducted frequent visits and meetings with the girls, their families and their
teachers to raise awareness of the importance of education in poverty reduction. We also encourage them to
strive harder for their future by working diligently at school.

= The Foundation keeps regular contact with our local partners, including the local EPAs and participating schools,
to get updates of our scholars. The Foundation has set up a Facebook page dedicated for the secondary
scholarship program and used it to interact with our scholars. On this Facebook page, the program team shares
English grammar, idioms, tips, exercises, etc. to encourage the girls to learn English. We also provide the girls with
information related to skills needed for their study as well as for their future job, trends in the labor market, high
in demand jobs in the coming years as well as what is expected by the employers, etc.



SUCCESS STORIES

Ms. Thanh (not her real name), a FOTAF scholar in Hau Giang province shared with the program
management team during our monitoring trip in April 2021:

“When [ learned that I was on the list to receive The Asia Foundation scholarship, I was very happy
because it was the first time I have received a scholarship which is so valuable. I am very happy and
feel very lucky to be awarded this scholarship. For me, the scholarship is not only a valuable material
gift but also a great spiritual consolation, helping me to overcome difficulties in my life and move
forward firmly in the future.

The Asia Foundation Scholarship helps me to pay my school fees, uniforms, books, material for
studving. I also had money to buy the books and I sew an extra set of a white long dress (Ao dai) so that
I don't have to struggle when I get home from school and wash it right away for fear of not being able
to dry it in time for the next lesson. The Asia Foundation Scholarship has opened up new opportunities
for me and my whole family when I thought it was ne longer possible for me to continue my study. The
scholarship helped me open the door to the ideal university (I used to think I would never enter my
dream university). Having the support of the scholarship helps me to be more confident to step into the
path of a bright future. The scholarship is the strong motivation for me to be more confident in studying
to pursue and fulfill my dream of education. My learning score in this semester is excellent. I will study
hard to get good score in the next semester to continue receiving The Asia Foundation scholarship. The
Asia Foundation Scholarship is a great encouragement and consolation for me, sharing my burden,
lifting my steps on the way to school, giving me strength both physically and mentally so that I can have
belief and energy to overcome difficulties, rise to the top for a beautiful tomorrow.



SUCCESS STORIES

Thu (not her real name — in purple in the picture), a FOTAF scholar in Hau
Giang province, was born into a poor family of 5 including her parents, her
older brother, her and her twin sister. Her family was originally from Kien
Giang province. But because of poverty, her parents had to migrate to Can
Tho province to work as hired laborers They sent their twin dau ghters to
only finished 6th grade and then drc:-pped out. He is cmrentlj.r working as a
laborer with a low wage in Binh Duong province. Thu herself also works
part-time during summer vacations to save money to buy school supplies.
She also once intended to drop out of school because she found her parents
working too hard to support for her to attend school. She is grateful to The
Asia Foundation Scholarship program for su pporting her when she needed
it the most, giving her more motivation to continue her high school
program, and helping her parents carry some of the financial burden.

Thu dreams of going to university but is afraid that her parents won't be
able to afford her higher education, so she is planning to move to either
Binh Duong province or Ho Chi Minh City to work as a worker after
graduating from high school.
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